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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

w 
Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
SeNiCeS. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of ~i;eds. Many ofthese co 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Ica 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience. and pre 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged m a s ,  cons 
risk being disconnected if the prices ofthese cards increase. I'rtpaid cdliog t:ii 

indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affix& 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large I 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will sub 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino md other communities'gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide,that 

a h t m i v c  70 iwl!.ular and 

to the exorbitant new access charges and ofher fees. 

Senator 
., Congress person ) . , .  
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Jonathan Adelstein 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
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July 7,2004 

Chai- Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E . @ x k z N o m - ,  

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommun 
apcomplish many everyday tasks, from looking for a job or affordable houeingtd 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that wou 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend. immediately 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other meawne 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards'to 
Students, iWnigranLs, senior citizens, and others face similar 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - ivithDld 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising tbe 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who c ~ n  least afoul  price in 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sel 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges 
services. 

Sincerely, 

/-' 

. .  

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissionu Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon lo 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or,affordab 
touch with family and &ends. But pending before the FCC is a prop 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depbnd, immediately 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fee 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos 
rstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and 0th 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affor 
Students, immigants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only opti 
could, quite literally, be left without access to tele 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who c 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a sub 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged ccm!aimers. Allowing 
telephone companies to collect such charges, ev 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose n 
services. 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studen& and 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of nceds. Mmy of these cons 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pa? a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the on!? oplion they h a w  to stay coheGted 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordablc housing. m:%c 3 dccrcn’.: appobtnicnt, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer conwnicnce and 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvarltaged areas 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. “Prepaid calling 
indispensable to consumer groups bccausc thcy arc an afforhble altemti 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hiker are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new’ 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and 

t 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges ati 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Amairan 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
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he Commission not to add ne 
lling card services. Ifyou do, lhenatlon 5 mos 
,no co-xncrs will immediately fed the burden. 

m of Assembly 

Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathlam Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator Charles Schumer 
Senator Hillary Clinton 
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J U I ~  7; 2004 

Chairman Michid Powell 
Federal Conununications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington. DC 20554 

?. ~. 

Dear Chaimian Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many evely day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state’’ access charges and other fees on 
cerrain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on faed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, inmipants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards arc the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Jmposing in-state charges would m o u n t  to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
tclephone companies to collea such charges, even whcn they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making rhese services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
semi ces , 

I 1 ccs: Commissioner M d a e l  Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strcct, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

--f-------- w: WC Docket N-1 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day taskscs? from looking for a job or affordable housiug to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prcpaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank account$ and orher means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a rcsult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lee without access IO telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of  prepaid calls, 
deseoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
tclephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new m e s s  charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

cis: ,kommissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissionvr Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 1,2004 

Chairman Michael Powcll 
Federal Communicalions Commission 
145 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 205.54 

RE: WC DockCtNo. 03-133 c-->; 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not imposc new access charges and fees upon prcpaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to my price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houssholds with inconies 
below %20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fuced and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone scrvice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fued incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requiremenis that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphoncs or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of rhe nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. T h e  FCC should stand up far consumer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

” 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Ahernathy 
Comrnissioncr Kevin Manii 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congesspcrson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washingtnn, DC 20554 
_~~~/ ---- 

y.. . WC Docket No. 03-133 //’ < 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecomm&icati 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job ar affordable how 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we dep 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I uoderstand that the FCC is considering applying“in-stak” acce 
ccrtain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those. od fmed 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary lo 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option akailable - without 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Rsisi 
calling cards will dirwtly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the co 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowi 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these servioes substantially less affordahl 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid 
services. . .  

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Congressperson 

Senator 
Senator 

TE 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s--- ‘W 

Washingto 

~ & L e C o Z + ~  L‘ 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling car 
move to increase the cost of these cards, yob will simply drive up the cost for minority 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price inueasc for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe househnlds with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling sards arc so prcvalerit in part beceuso 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostape, we 
not be faced with rising telephone SPM’L.~ casts as well. In particular, many low-incqm 
households who are on fixed incomes Jspend entueiy upon prepaid service because &by 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit Equiremsnts that local phone companies in& upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumer? can make calls from payphones or tk telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We cm use these cards to stay “connected” BS we look fo 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply f u d  it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charge6 and fees on these card 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries ofsuch 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate $ai 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Ksthleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

.:: 
, .  ,. . ., . . .. 

Congresspwson t:. 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th slreet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

.The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low 
not be faced with rising telephone service msts as well. 

nflordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

, 
. . .  .~ 
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July 7,2004. 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

-. ... -- 
WC DocketNo. 03-133 ‘ 

<-.- /. 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-c 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a jo 
touch with family nnd friends. But pending before the FCC is a pmposnt. 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depkd, h e d i a t d y  
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-s 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, p 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and otbcr means necessq to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set 
Students, i m m i F t s ,  senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, m 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Rsising thepriw 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price ’ 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged co11su111ors. Allowing 
telephone companies to collect sucb charges, even when thcy do not sell the cdling card to B 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these scrviccs sibsbntially less dhnlable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access c.hilrge.i md fccs on 
services. 

Sincerely, 

. 
- Y  

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martia 

Senator 

~~~~~ 
~ .~ . ~ ~. ~~~ ~ ~ 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E @ ; C k G a 3 . .  
-._~-.-c-' 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fe 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simp 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling &, 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of  the households with inwmres 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards arc so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many bw-in 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service beca 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies i 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or 
o f  family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "crmecteJ" as 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appctintmenk that we a1 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose ncv\. chargcs and fee5 r2n t 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiarit 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer intcresh ovtr urrporatt g 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Si+,+ 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

~ 
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July I, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE@C Docket No. 03-133_> 
___\ ,-- 

--- 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges an 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost Tor minority 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their comnwnities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price itwcasc ior prc-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. laded,  half of the household 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid call&$ &ds are sa prevalent in 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fued and low income con 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Jn particular, many 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service b e c k  they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies in'& upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tetcphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that w 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges rind fees D 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest benefici 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interats over carpornte 
nffordnble prepaid cnUing cards n priority. 

. .  
S 

IC 

c 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

',: 

: ' , '  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

-et No. 03-133\ 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees u p n  
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the c 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their comm 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any prite in 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling c 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income m 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rsquirements that local phone companies insist upm before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cruds, consumers can make calls from payphones or 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments chat we 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees onthes 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of 
charges. The FCC sbould stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by kerpin 
affordable prepaid eaUing cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator t 4 - 4  
Congressperson 
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3uly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E k Z M N o .  __ 03-133\, / 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid ca 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in thei~ cormnunities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prc-paid callin 

below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling w d s  ate SO ptev&wt 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers ho 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many I 
households who are on fvced incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they c 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone c ~ ~ ~ p i ~ i i e ~  insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can makc calls from p 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ’‘ 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appohrments that we a1 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would imposc 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would b;ethc iargea 
charges. The PCC shonld stand up for ullwumer io(errrg over corponxt? 
affordable prepaid calling 4 s  a priority. 

Sincerely, 

- 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, hPlfof the househo S 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Madn 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator & 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

F G G : G - h . .  _, 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to, 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a 
touch with family and friends. But pending before th 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we d 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling ca 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others fac 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option 
could, quite literally, be left without access to teleph 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantag 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less a 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

S 

Congressperson . ,  



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Wazhington, DC 20554 

,.,---- 
WC Docket No. 03-&‘ REt__ ..-e‘ 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Lstino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunicati& service 
accomplish many cvery day tasks, from looking for a j o  
touch with family and friends. But pending before thc FCC ir a pr6posd that would 
new charges and fees upon scwices upon which we depcnd, inmediatel)~ h 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I undcrstand that the FCC is considering applying “in- 
certain prepaid calling card services. hlany Latinos. p 
establishing a credit histow, bank accounts and other means necesswyto su 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling card5 to st 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As B result, prepaid calling cards are thc only option available - without them, m 
could, quite literally, be leR without access to telephone service. Raising the price 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prcpai 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged con 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these scrvi 
look out. for consumers and refuse io impose ncw acccss 
sepiccs. 

, ,  

Sincerely, __-- 

ccs: Commissioner Michacl Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Scnaror 
Congesspcrson 



Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington DC 20554 

, 
=-et No. 03-1 33‘\; __- 
Dear Chairman Powell, 

T am writing to ask that the FCC nor impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

, ,  

Minorities. low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants. college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese con 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to s 
- to  make phone calls lo look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’ 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and pred 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consume 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards 
indispensable to consumer groups bccause they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are prtcisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access chkges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fumel directly to large local telephone . 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford m 

. 

. .  
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute chargcs on prc-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from thcse services. Please stop any effort to rase rates on American consuers  and decide thar 
thesc services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

Wb? 1 ,  
. , .  ‘1 , !” 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 1  

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michacl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Streek S.W. 
Washington. DC 20554 

RE@CDocketho. ---- 03-123 -. 
Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of necds. Many of thesc consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a largc deposit for local telephone. 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing; make a doctor's ap 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictabl 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In ccononically disadvantaged areas, consume 
risk being disconnected if the prices of thcse cards increase. Prepajd calling cards 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an ~ffordable alternative to regul 
wireless tclephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" acccss charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford ta 
bear it. 

Adding Bccess charges to be paid to local tele.phone companies will substantially incr 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communi 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and 
thesc services are not subject to the exorbitant new ace55 charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p s  , . ' .  , 8  iUL '  i! r 
; , / . .  , . . Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy . . .  

Commissioner Kevin Martin , ,  

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator :I , 

Senator 
Congressperson 

.. . , ,  
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
44s 12th S t r e e ~  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

?. 
KGCDockct No. 03-13?, 

I_-.- 

Chaimian Powell: 

I h e  FCC should not imposc ncw access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost ofthese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for min 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitics. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitivc to any price increase for pre-paid 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, haif of the households 
below 520.000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding tined and low income consumers ho 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many 1 
households who are on fxed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becaus 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit rcquirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
eening a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls ffom payphones or the telcphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards lo m y  “connected” as we look 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we a11 have. 

1 simply fmd i t  unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests aver cotpnrate gain by keeping 
affordnblc prepaid calling cards a priority. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator . ,  , ,  

.. Conpcsspcrson , .. 

. .  
I .  

,,. 
. .  
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July 7,2004 

Cha&n Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

C6’CDocketNo. 03-133 \ L.---- 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon lo 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housin 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harrmng m 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” ac 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particul 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other mecns 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards ta I;p 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avail 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telepho 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can 1 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase’in the co 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowi 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid callin 

issioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 99 Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

,.,, 
, . ~ .  

I 
. ,  
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July I, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

\-___--- 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges nnd fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citums. immigrants, CJIIL~C students and n:ilitary 
familia rely upon calling card services for a variety of ne&. Many of these conwnm do not 
have a credit history, bank accoucts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Id teltghonc 
service. For thcse consumers, a prepaid card may be h e  only option they haw tn stay mnnemml 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable hausin& make a doctor's eqpomsmold, OT 

stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predic&bto IU '," 

there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged m 5 ,  consumem literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incrcasc. Prepaid calling car& afe 
indispcnsablc to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless tclcphone services. 

But such price hikes arc preciscly what the  FCC will do if it inflicts nrw "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pm-puid cards. The fees would funnel directly to I q e  local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall sauarelv unon those consumers that can least afford tn 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substmtially 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and o k  c0m 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American cons 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other Fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

/-7 

K W C  Docket No. O h >  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calli 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply hive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities 

The Latmo community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pr 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the househo 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callingcards are sa 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers b 
not be faced with risingtelephone service costs as well. Io particular, 
households who are on fured incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service bwaus 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies ins 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “c 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointm 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest benefici 
charges, The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonsthan Adelstein 

Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E T k e t  NO~~>?.. .__I 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access ch 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their comm 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to a 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding 
not be faced with rising telephone service 
households who are on fixed incomes depend en 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirem 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from, 
of family members and neighbors. We can use 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC wo 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largcsr beneficiaries ofsuch 
charges. TheFCC should stand up for consumer intrrcsis w e r  coiponte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

- 
, ,_-- 

~ 

. .  

A 

%!!?.-- 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

& @ E G t  No. 03-*; 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
services. 

- 

stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and pn 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” 

stop any effort to raise rates tin Ailncrican consnniws and deC 
t to the exorbitant new access charges and other fee.;. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

<Wz%ocket No. 03, 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenient 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically diwJvnrrk?ged arczs: ct~nsumers literafly, 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incre;::;c. i’repsid c,allin 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable aherrcative to r e p  
wireless telephone services. 

Rut such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funne 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consmien that 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will suhstantially increase tbe per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities pain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American cousumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

es 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Ahemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

., . 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

F&@C Docket No. 03-133 > 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden c.h;lrgzs and fws on pIcp 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, im 
families rely upon calling card senrices for a variety 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may he 
- t o  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordab 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and pr=sdictable cos 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economicall 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid chlling ea 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to 

, .  

\ 
Ai--- 

wireless telephone services. , .  

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wi 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large loa1 te 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can I 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companius will substantially increawthe . .  per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefit:; Latino and other wmmtli-iitiks gain. 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates 1111 Anicrican consui;iers and d 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access'chargcs and other fcm. 

Sincerely, fl (A$ 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein' 
Senator &\dcbt;; 
Senator fi'5-b- 
Congressperson 

~~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~ ~ .. . . . 


